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Welcome to New Hope!

At New Hope Baptist Church, membership is about belonging.
This is a place to grow in faith, build meaningful relationships,
and use your gifts to serve. We believe that being part of a
church family comes with both blessings and responsibilities,
and we’re excited to help you find your place here.

This handbook is a guide to the ministries of NHBC. Whether
you love welcoming people, teaching, music, outreach, or
something else entirely—there’s a ministry where you can
connect, serve, and thrive.

Beyond ministry, there are plenty of ways to deepen your faith,
like Bible study, Sunday School, and Vacation Bible School.
And we encourage all members to give their time, tenth, and
talents to support our mission of Inspiring Hope in Christ in
Northeast Denver and Beyond.

We’re so glad you’re here. Let’s grow together!
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Bible Study
Pastor Eugene Downing, Teacher 
Deacon Sandi Seale, Coordinator

Tuesdays at 12:30 pm and 6:30pm 

Our mission is to allow participants to perform in-depth study of the Word –
enhancing their personal spiritual growth and ability to become 21st Century
disciples in Kingdom Building. Our classes comprise various levels of students.
Together with the Pastor, we engage in a dialogue-centered class studying the
Bible, using visual presentations, life experiences, and spiritual journeys of class
members for a shared learning experience. 

Business and Economic Empowerment (BEEM)
Sis. Vicky Harvey

BEEM was developed to establish a New Hope Baptist Business Directory to
implement a system for networking and economic development.

Bus Ministry
Bro. Walter Green 

The Bus Ministry’s goal is to provide the highest level of service to our members
in a caring and loving environment. There is much satisfaction and personal
fulfillment to be achieved by improving the spiritual health, happiness, and self-
esteem of those who trust us with their transportation needs. 

Children and Youth Ministries
J.O.Y. Club Children’s Ministry 
Sis. Karen Moham, Director 

B.L.A.S.T. (Building Lives Around Sound Truth) Youth Ministry 
Sis. Joyce Thomas, Director 

At New Hope Baptist Church, we have developed a multifaceted children’s
ministry that takes place in various settings. Our goal is very simple: to reach as
many children and ultimately their families with experiences of God’s love and
clear proclamation of the gospel.
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Children and Youth Choirs
Children and Youth Choirs 
Spirit Choir 
3D Youth Choir 
Divine Footsteps Praise Dance Ministry 

Our mission is to develop a love and appreciation for the Word of God through
music while creating an early music experience that is meaningful and age-
appropriate. We provide a nurturing environment that encourages spiritual
growth so that each child develops a relationship with God and reaches their
full musical potential. 

Youth Worship
Youth Worship engages young people in an experience with God which helps
them to celebrate new life in Christ and receive hope for their Christian journey
in ways they can readily receive it. Our mission is to teach the Word of God and
provide a worship experience that is meaningful and age-appropriate. Our goal
is to develop future church leaders through active participation in skills that
teach fellowship, stewardship, discipleship, and evangelism. We fully engage
the children in Bible-based learning that is fun and spiritually sound. Our
creative approach provides meaningful Christian worship experiences that
promote discussion and understanding of the Word of God through
comprehensive Bible instruction. 
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Community Affairs Ministry
Sis. Dorothy Hayden Watkins 

The vision of the Community Affairs Ministry is to strengthen and extend the
spiritual and religious impact of New Hope Baptist Church in the Metropolitan
area and the Region. In doing so, we advance the commendation of Acts 1:8
“You will be my witness in Jerusalem and in all of Judea, and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” 
 

Mission Statement 
To continue to honor and to publicly reaffirm the leadership role, and the
commitment of New Hope Baptist Church (NHBC), its Pastor, and Congregation
as witnesses for Christ. We will do this by our engagement in the Denver
Community, the Region, and the world through a strategically planned presence
in the affairs of the community. This Ministry will play a leadership role in affairs
that match Christian precepts outlined in the church’s vision and mission. 

Official participation and visibility at strategically selected community
events; 
Appropriate financial support of strategically selected community events; 
Expanded and sustained alliances within the community; 
Objective 1 – To provide timely and comprehensive briefings on community
events and activities for the Pastor and/or his designee(s); 
Objective 2 – To request the Pastor and/or NHBC member(s) to serve as
official representative(s) at strategically selected activities; and, to schedule
and facilitate their participation in these community events and activities. 

Food Ministry
Rev. Steven Dewberry 

“Reaching Out to Lend a Helping Hand” The Food Ministry lends a helping hand
to our congregation and provides services to our community by feeding their
physical bodies and spiritual souls. The events are held annually: Easter,
thanksgiving, and the Christmas luncheons. The ministry provides baskets at
Easter and toys at Christmas to children, as well as gifts and toiletries to the
adults. We also distribute monthly food boxes.
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Health Ministry
Sis. Shirika Cousin 

The Health Ministry’s vision is to greatly improve the health and well-being of
the New Hope Baptist Church congregation and to improve health education in
the greater surrounding communities. The Health Ministry is making this vision a
reality by providing just-in-time education across a wide spectrum of programs
that focus on critical issues such as mental health, the components of the
Affordable Care Act, high blood pressure and heart conditions, cancers, and
various health insurance programs. Providing health screening clinics,
educational seminars, and community Health Fairs are the signature events held
at New Hope Baptist Church to promote better physical and spiritual health for
the congregation.

Through partnerships and collaborations with health providers in the local area,
a multitude of educational topics will be presented that cover men’s and
women’s chronic health issues. Through similar partnerships, Health Fairs will
be promoted to offer a variety of health screening clinics to check blood
pressure and cholesterol, provide immunizations, etc. for the congregation. 

Hopeline Ministry
Sis. Linda Wiggins

The Hopeline Ministry is charged with welcoming new members when they join
New Hope Baptist Church during any worship service and assisting the new
members with completing the Request for Membership Form. In that initial
meeting, the Hope-line Ministry prays with our new members and addresses any
immediate needs that may be identified. The primary goals are to help the new
members feel welcomed, and to become successfully integrated into the New
Hope Baptist Church family. We also follow up with the Deaconess Board
regarding baptism requests for all new members, except for children ages 12
and younger. The members of the Hope-line Ministry contact all new members
regarding attending New Members’ Orientation Class. Additionally, we contact
new members regarding receiving the Right Hand of Fellowship, which occurs
on the first Sunday of each month. 
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Infant Decication Ministry
Sis. Margaretta Burroughs

New Hope Baptist Church believes children are a gift from God, and we are very
excited that you are investigating Infant Dedication. Infant Dedication is a
beautiful public commitment you make before God, your church, and your
family. The dedication service provides you with an opportunity to express your
desire to lead and spiritually nurture your child in the ways of God. To schedule
your Infant Dedication Ceremony, please contact the Church office for an
information packet and meeting details. 

Media Ministry
Bro. Rodney Norman 

Our mission is to inspire Christian fellowship and to enhance New Hope’s vision
of celebrating life and offering New Hope and spiritual well-being while
servicing the community and spreading the Word of God through digital media. 

Men of Purpose
Bro. Jim Crump 

The Men of Purpose was formed as an active ministry for men. Our goals are to
grow men to take full responsibility for themselves, their relationship with God,
their families, and the community. We desire to build a consistent and faithful
walk with Christ. We desire to provide each man with an opportunity to
establish a relationship with God. We want to focus on making God’s man self-
sufficient in studying and applying God’s word in their daily lives. Men of
Purpose activities are conducted throughout the calendar year. They include,
but are not limited to: Bible/Religious Study, Significant Other Celebrations,
Father’s Day Luncheon, Father’s Day, A Taste of New Hope, Men’s Day
Luncheon, Men’s Day, and Sporting Events.
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Music and Creative Arts Ministry (MCAM) 
Bro. Rodney Norman

The purpose of the Music and Creative Arts Ministry (MCAM) is to impart
ministry that glorifies God through expressions of artistic praise and worship. As
psalmists, minstrels, worship leaders, and dancers, we lead the congregation
into the presence of God, edify God’s people, exemplify the freedom of worship,
and prepare the service atmosphere for the preached word. 

Pastoral Courtesies  
Sis. Tracey Dickerson

This committee helps in ways to assist and support the Pastor and his family
through acknowledgment of major holidays, anniversaries, as well as birthdays
within the immediate family. In addition, we honor whatever special requests
that may be required throughout the year, coming from the Pastor or family
members. 

Prayer Band  
Deacon Randell Simmons

“Need a Prayer?” – then the Wednesday evening Prayer Band is for you! Every
Wednesday evening from 7:00pm until 8:00pm, you are invited to share your
prayer requests for friends, for your family members, for members of the
congregation and others. We also share testimonies about the goodness of the
Lord in our daily lives. Each week a different New Hope Baptist Church auxiliary
leads the service. It is a great opportunity to learn about an organization of the
church, while taking part in a fellowship with others focused on prayer. Join the
prayer service conference call at 712-775-8972 – Access #249887. Say a prayer,
read a scripture, give a testimony, or just be part of the fellowship. We would
love to have you. 
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Social Justice Ministry
Sis. Desirea Thames 

The mission of the Social Justice Ministry of New Hope Baptist Church is to
engage its communities in support of public policies that provide equal access
to quality educational, economic, and political resources in our global society. 

Sports Ministry
Deaconess Sharon Simmons 

The Softball Co-ed Team of New Hope Baptist Church has been in existence for
over 25 years. The team plays on Sundays beginning in May of every year. It has
provided each new player the opportunity to gain more fundamental Softball
skills of: catching, throwing, executing an overhand throw, fielding ground balls,
fly balls, basic pitching, hitting, and base running techniques. All of the games
are played at the Olympic Park in Aurora. Over the years, the team has created a
family, and has been able to fellowship with each other. 

Sunday School  
Bro. JT Jones

Historically, the Sunday School has, is, and remains a permanent teaching
ministry of New Hope Baptist Church to aid and facilitate the spiritual growth of
leaders and followers God has called individual to be. Classes take place each
Sunday via conferencing and in-person from 9:15am to 10:30am.

Mission Statement
To teach and share God’s Word in a spirit-filled government, where individuals
of all age groups can learn and gain a foundational knowledge of God, His son
Jesus the Christ and the Holy Spirit, to become His disciples for the spreading
and sharing of the Gospel for the furtherance of His Kingdom as commanded in
the Gospel of Matthew 28:19-20.
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Sunrise Ministry
Deacon Donna Pate 

Mission Statement  
To serve and/or assist those members who are ill and unable to attend church
on a regular or consistent basis. 2 Samuel 23:4 states: “He is like the light of
morning at sunrise on a cloudless morning, like the brightness after rain that
brings grass from the earth.” We invite you to participate at any level in this
ministry, and ask that you inform us of those members who might enjoy our
company.

Usher Boards
Sis. Barbara Reynolds, President
Bro. Robert Copeland, Youth Ushers

Our mission is in alignment with The National United Church Ushers Association
of America. Inc. (NUCUAA). As an organization within New Hope Baptist Church,
our purpose is to promote Senior and Junior ushering to serve the congregation
and the greater Denver community. We strive to stimulate interest in Church
Ushering and to promote growth through the development and implementation
of innovative programs; and to raise the spiritual, moral, and social awareness of
the Ushers serving on the Board.  

The Ministry of Church Ushering is a sacred and powerful responsibility. In order
to carry out the duties and responsibilities of Church Ushering, a Church Usher
must first and foremost be a Christian and welltrained in all aspects of the
techniques of Church Ushering. As Church Ushers serving in the house of God’s
Holy Temple, we must demonstrate and consistently display a special gift –
“TACT” which is the ability to speak and do the right things when facing tough
situations while ushering. TACT requires you as a Church Usher to put yourself
in another person’s place and think prayerfully about the circumstances or
event and solve it reverently.  

The New Hope Baptist Junior Usher Board can be one of your first Christian and
Godly experiences filled with the promise of dedicating one’s life to Christ at an
early age. The Youth Usher Board enjoys their fellowship with each other
throughout the year by attending various spiritual and social events. The Junior
Usher Board is constantly recognized and encouraged by the Senior Usher
Board for the job they do for the New Hope Baptist Church. They continue to
advance and grow towards becoming young adult Ushers and eventually Senior
Ushers in God’s house. King Solomon says in Proverbs 16:24 – “Pleasant words
are as a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and health to the bones”. 
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Viola M. Harris Missionary Society  
Sis. Mercedes Toregano 

We are a united body of Jesus Christ who recognize the Holy Bible as the
inspired word of God, and the ultimate authority of the church. We are
dedicated to training young women in the field of evangelism and community
services. Our members meet bi-weekly and monthly, according to the
convenience of the group. Study materials used is the Quarterly Mission Book
from the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A. Special events are held by Mission
President at the Quarterly meetings. Our governing board is the Board of
Christian Education, and the Pastor. Home mission is part of our total Church. 

Vacation Bible School  
Deaconess Katrina Jones 

Come learn, laugh, and have fellowship each July at Vacation Bible School!
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is an essential part of the New Hope Baptist
Church Education Program. Designed to promote a family-oriented Bible study
for New Hope members and the community at large. Each year topics for VBS
Bible study are prayerfully selected by the Pastor and Program Director. VBS
teachers and staff are excited to kick off the fun the second week in July from
6:00 pm until 8:30 pm. Classes are held for all ages – children and adults. A
meal is served nightly to encourage family time attendance.

Women of Hope 
First Lady Nichelle Downing

The purpose of the Women of Hope Ministry is to connect Christian Women in
motivating, encouraging, and nurturing environments that strengthens our walk
of faith. The Women of Hope Ministry began on March 2001 and we as women
have been striving to be used as God’s instruments to communicate His
message of faith, hope, and love. This ministry is inclusive of all women across
generations from age 18 and above. God has blessed this ministry with a cross-
generation of women who are willing to serve and to create a nurturing
environment where we can grow stronger in our faith. We also partner with
other auxiliaries and organizations within the church to provide other spiritual,
educational, and service activities. Our motto is “Share Your Faith!”. The
inspiration for the Women of Hope Ministry came from a number of scriptural
references which touched our hearts and called us to action. They are as
follows: Hebrews 11: 1, 7; Hebrews 6:11, 18-19; 1 Corinthians 13:13; and 2
Corinthians 3:2 


